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vast lake (so -broad is the distance from shore, to
shore), its blue waters fringed with massive rocks
and boulders of grey granite, while further inland
a fertile plain of hay and corn fields stretched away
to where on the horizon a low dark green line
marked the recommencement of forest. Men,
women, and children, were working in the fields,
and it seemed strange to a European eye to see the
peasantry gathering the harvest and making hay
at the same time. This part of. the country teems
with game, wild. fowla and a very large species of
hare.

Being detained for five hours at Polovilnaya, we
did not reach Koutoulik until nine o'clock, p.in
The post-house being fairly comfortable, we resolved
to sleep here, and make a start at daybreak next
day. We had the place to ourselves till about 11
p.m., when a loud cracking of whips and jingling of
collar-bells announced a fresh arrival, and one of
no little importance, to judge by the bustle and
confusion displayed by the yemstchiks.

" The gospodin will perhaps kindly vacate the
bed/' whispered the old post-master, "It is an
officer of high degree and his lady." The " bed "
being composed of hard planks and about two feet
broad, I took the flpor without demur; for. there
was little difference; and a few moments after the
new arrivals entered the waiting-room, one a tall,
handsome man in uniform, his companion a pretty
little woman of the true Russian type, with violet
eyes and finely cut features.

" You are English, the post-master informs me,"
said our new acquaintance in French. " Will you